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Robert Edward Lee (January 19, 1807 — October 12, 1870) was a Confederate general during the American
Civil War, who was appointed the overall commander of the Confederate States Army toward the end of the
war. He led the Army of Northern Virginia, the Confederacy's most powerful army, from 1862 until its
surrender in 1865, earning a reputation as a one of the most skilled tacticians produced by the war.

A son of Revolutionary War officer Henry "Light Horse Harry" Leelll, Lee was atop graduate of the United
States Military Academy and an exceptional officer and military engineer in the United States Army for 32
years. He served across the United States, distinguished himself extensively during the Mexican—-American
War, and was Superintendent of the United States Military Academy. He married Mary Anna Custis, great-
granddaughter of George Washington's wife Martha. While he opposed slavery from a philosophical
perspective, he supported its legality and held hundreds of daves. When Virginiadeclared its secession from
the Union in 1861, Lee chose to follow his home state, despite his desire for the country to remain intact and
an offer of a senior Union command. During the first year of the Civil War, he served in minor combat
operations and as a senior military adviser to Confederate president Jefferson Davis.

Lee took command of the Army of Northern Virginiain June 1862 during the Peninsula Campaign following
the wounding of Joseph E. Johnston. He succeeded in driving the Union Army of the Potomac under George
B. McClellan away from the Confederate capital of Richmond during the Seven Days Battles, but he was
unable to destroy McClellan's army. Lee then overcame Union forces under John Pope at the Second Battle
of Bull Run in August. His invasion of Maryland that September ended with the inconclusive Battle of
Antietam, after which he retreated to Virginia. Lee won two major victories at Fredericksburg and
Chancellorsville before launching a second invasion of the North in the summer of 1863, where he was
decisively defeated at the Battle of Gettysburg by the Army of the Potomac under George Meade. He led his
army in the minor and inconclusive Bristoe Campaign that fall before General Ulysses S. Grant took
command of Union armies in the spring of 1864. Grant engaged Lee's army in bloody but inconclusive
battles at the Wilderness and Spotsylvania before the lengthy Siege of Petersburg, which was followed in
April 1865 by the capture of Richmond and the destruction of most of Lee's army, which he finally
surrendered to Grant at Appomattox Court House.

In 1865, L ee became president of Washington College, now Washington and Lee University, in Lexington,
Virginia; as president of the college, he supported reconciliation between the North and South. L ee accepted
the termination of dlavery provided for by the Thirteenth Amendment, but opposed racial equality for African
Americans. After hisdeath in 1870, Lee became a cultural icon in the South and islargely hailed as one of
the Civil War's greatest generals. As commander of the Army of Northern Virginia, he fought most of his
battles against armies of significantly larger size, and managed to win many of them. Lee built up a
collection of talented subordinates, most notably James Longstreet, Stonewall Jackson, and J. E. B. Stuart,
who along with Lee were critical to the Confederacy's battlefield success. In spite of his successes, histwo
major strategic offensives into Union territory both ended in failure. Lee's aggressive and risky tactics,
especialy at Gettysburg, which resulted in high casualties at a time when the Confederacy had a shortage of
manpower, have come under criticism. Hislegacy, and his views on race and slavery, have been the subject
of continuing debate and historical controversy.
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Robert Edward Lee Jr. (October 27, 1843 — October 19, 1914) was the sixth of seven children of Confederate
Genera Robert E. Lee and Mary Anna Randolph Custis. He became a soldier during the American Civil
War, and later was a planter, businessman, and author.
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Mary Anna Randolph Custis Lee (October 1, 1807 — November 5, 1873) was the wife of the Confederate
general Robert E. Lee and the last private owner of Arlington House. She was the daughter of George
Washington Parke Custis, who was the grandson of Martha Washington, the wife of George Washington. Lee
was a highly educated woman, who edited and published her father's writings after his death.

Mary married Robert E. Lee in 1831 at her parents home, Arlington House in Virginia. The couple had seven
children. Although she sometimes lived with Lee when he was assigned elsewhere, she preferred to reside at
Arlington House with her parents. Robert E. Lee resigned from his commission with the U.S. Army to serve
his home state of Virginia during the Civil War; he eventually commanded the Confederate Army of
Northern Virginia.

Mary Lee was separated from her husband for the majority of the war, and she and her children were forced
to stay with various family friends to avoid the majority of the war. She was never able to return to Arlington
House, asit was seized by the United States federal government at the end of the war. After the war, Robert
E. Lee became the president of Washington College, and died in 1870. Mary Lee died in 1873,
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The Robert E. Lee Monument, formerly in New Orleans, Louisiana, is a historic statue dedicated to
Confederate General Robert E. Lee by American sculptor Alexander Doyle. It was removed (intact) by
official order and moved to an unknown location on May 19, 2017. Any future display is uncertain.
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The Guns of the South is a alternate history science fiction novel set during the American Civil War by Harry
Turtledove. It was released in the United States on September 22, 1992,

The story deals with agroup of time traveling members of the Afrikaner Weerstandsbeweging (AWB) from
an imagined 21st-century South Africa, who supply Robert E. Lee's Army of Northern Virginiawith AK-47s
and other advanced technology, medicine and intelligence. Their intervention results in a Confederate victory
in the war. Afterwards, however, the AWB members discover that their ideas for the Confederate States and
Lee's are not one and the same as they believed and the general and the men of the South have aviolent
falling out with the white supremacists from the future.
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William Henry Fitzhugh Lee (May 31, 1837 — October 15, 1891), known as Rooney L ee (often spelled
"Roony" among friends and family) or W. H. F. Lee, was the second son of General Robert E. Lee and Mary
Anna Custis. He was a planter, a Confederate cavalry general in the American Civil War, and later a
Democratic Congressman from Virginia.

Lee-Jackson Day

Lee-Jackson Day was a state holiday in the U.S. Commonwealth of Virginia, commemorating Confederate
commanders, Robert E. Lee and Stonewall Jackson. Its

L ee-Jackson Day was a state holiday in the U.S. Commonwealth of Virginia, commemorating Confederate
commanders, Robert E. Lee and Stonewall Jackson. Its observation was eliminated in 2020, replaced by
Election Day as a state holiday.
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George Washington Custis L ee (September 16, 1832 — February 18, 1913), also known as Custis Lee, was
the eldest son of Robert E. Lee and Mary Anna Randolph Custis Lee. His grandfather, George Washington
Parke Custis was the grandson of Martha Dandridge Custis Washington (the wife of George Washington). He
served as a Confederate general in the U.S. Civil War, primarily as an aide-de-camp to President Jefferson
Davis, and succeeded his father as president of Washington and Lee University in Lexington, Virginia.
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University Chapel (formerly Lee Chapel) of Washington and Lee University is a National Historic Landmark
in Lexington, Virginia. It was constructed during 1867—68 at the request of Robert E. Lee, who was president
of the school (then known as Washington College), and after whom the university is, in part, named. The
Victorian brick architectural design was probably the work of Lee's son, George Washington Custis Lee, with
details contributed by Col. Thomas Williamson, an architect and professor of engineering at the neighboring
Virginia Military Institute. Upon completion and during Robert E. Le€'s lifetime it was known as the College
Chapel. Lee was buried beneath the chapel in 1870.
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Robert Edwin Lee (October 15, 1918 — July 8, 1994) was an American playwright and lyricist. In the early
years of World War 11, Lee partnered with Jerome Lawrence to create Armed Forces Radio while serving
together in the U.S. Army. Lawrence and L ee became the most prolific writing partnership in radio, with
such long-running series as Favorite Story among others.
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